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Further to ny letter of 25 February expressing regret at the
proposed cutback in BBC monitoring, 1 have now slso sounded out
consumer reastion to the proposal. Not unexpectedly, the prospsct
of reduced Cerman snd Austrian coversge is acoerdsd s very poer
reception by the responsibls intelligence branches. Their attitude
is fllustrated in the following memorandums

"The discontimuance of coversge of western Cermany and
western Austris is the source of considerabls concern in view
of the following facts:

a. . FHIB is one of the fastest sources of
informe v affords material not ordinarily reesived
through normal channels for two days to one month, if at
all., It frequemtly amplifies information othsrwise re-
ported in insufficient detail. T7he discontinuance of this
valuable source, even with DANA and Pl news serviees rain-
tained, is regretted,

be Austyris. The discontinuance of monitoring of
western Justrian transmitters gives rise to an even more
serious reprorting lack than in the case of Cermeny. #hile
previous coverage was not considered sdequate, it had
been antieipated that the servies might eventually be im-
proved, %ith the discontimusnce of all redio coverage of
western Austria, even coverage of APA news service is now
cut off, and all Austrian intelligence inforsstion through
brosdoast and preess media is thereby eliminated, since thbe
ons transmitter in eastern Austria is Soviet controlled
and utilised primarily for cultural purposss, normally
contrituting nothing of(vafiul SofL@qiigqynee.”
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+NHUENTLY.

Cyprus sakes a decision pessible as to whether economiss esnnot
rather be sffected in the monitoring at Caversham of Near Last and
Lastern Luropean tyansamitters eof which Cyprus is expested to pro-
vide full coverege,

29 March 1949

Sinoerely yours,
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